ONLINE PARTICIPANT INFORMATION STATEMENT
PECCS: Psychosocial, emotional and cognitive markers of chronic stress in people with chronic pain
Chief Investigator: Dr Yann Quidé

What is the research study about?

You are invited to take part in this research study. The research study aims to better understand the
mechanisms associated with emotions, anger and wellbeing problems experienced by people
suffering from chronic pain.

Who is conducting this research?

The study is being carried out by the following researchers: Prof Sylvia Gustin, Dr Yann Quidé,
Tong En (Daphne) Lim (PhD student), Sunny Liu (Honours student), from the School of
Psychology, UNSW Sydney and/or the Centre for Pain IMPACT, Neuroscience Research
Australia (NeuRA).

Research Funder: This research is not being funded.

Inclusion/Exclusion Criteria
Before you decide to participate in this research study, we need to ensure that it is ok for you to take
part. The research study is looking recruit people who meet the following criteria:

e 18 years of age or older

e Can read and understand English

e Currently experiencing chronic pain (more than 3 months)

OR

e Never experienced chronic pain

Exclusion criteria are:
e 17 years of age and younger
e Can not read and understand English
e Known current or past diagnosis of psychiatric disorder, for example schizophrenia, major

depressive disorder or borderline personality disorder and/or neurological disorder, for
example stroke, traumatic brain injury, brain cancer or Parkinson’s disease.

Do | have to take part in this research study?
Participation in any research study is voluntary. If you do not want to take part, you do not have to.

If you decide you want to take part in the research study, you will be asked to:
¢ Read the information carefully (ask questions if necessary);
e Complete the online questionnaire.

What does participation in this research require, and are there any risks involved?

If you decide to take part in the research study, we will ask you to complete an online questionnaire.
The questionnaire will ask you questions about your pain (if relevant), your mental health, your
emotions, your cognitive abilities, your personality traits and your wellbeing. It should take
approximately 45-60 minutes to complete.

What are the possible benefits to participation?
We hope to use information we get from this research study to benefit others who suffer from chronic
pain conditions in identifying potential new targets to improve their emotional wellbeing.

What will happen to information about me?
Submission of the online questionnaire is an indication of your consent. By clicking the ‘I agree to

participate’ button you are providing your permission for the research team to collect and use
information about you for the research study.
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The research team will store the data collected from you for this research project for:
e A minimum of 15 years after the publication of research results;

The information about you will be stored in a:
¢ Non-identifiable format where your identify will be unknown.

You will be asked to provide your consent for the research team the share or use the information
collected from you in future research that:
o Will be specific to the aims of this research;
o Will be an extension of, or closely related to, the original project; or is in the same general
area of research;
e Will be used in any future research.
Your information will only be shared in a format that will not identify you.

8. How and when will | find out what the results of the research study are?
The research team intend to publish and/ report the results of the research. All Information will be
published in a way that will not identify you.

Published results from this study will be made available on our website at
WWWw.neurorecoveryresearch.com.au.

9. What if | want to withdraw from the research study?
If you do consent to participate, you may withdraw at any time. You can do this by closing the
questionnaire. If you withdraw from the research, we will destroy any information that has already been
collected. Once you have submitted the questionnaire however, we will not be able to withdraw your
responses as the questionnaire is anonymous.

The information you provide is personal information for the purposes of the Privacy and Personal
Information Protection Act 1998 (NSW). You have the right of access to personal information held about
you by the University, the right to request correction and amendment of it, and the right to make a
compliant about a breach of the Information Protection Principles as contained in the PPIP Act. Further
information on how the University protects personal information is available in the UNSW Privacy
Management Plan.

10. What should | do if | have further questions about my involvement in the research study?
The person you may need to contact will depend on the nature of your query. If you require further
information regarding this study or if you have any problems which may be related to your involvement
in the study, you can contact the following member/s of the research team:

Research Team Contact
Name Dr Yann Quidé
Position Research Fellow
Telephone +61 (0)2 9065 1883
Email y.quide@unsw.edu.au

What if | have a complaint or any concerns about the research study?
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If you have a complaint regarding any aspect of the study or the way it is being conducted, please
contact the UNSW Human Ethics Coordinator:

Complaints Contact

Position Human Research Ethics Coordinator
Telephone + 612 9385 6222
Email humanethics@unsw.edu.au
HC Reference iRECS6008
Number
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